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be described as a negotiation, for when they met him on the
morning of the 8th it was to receive a summons to unconditional
surrender. The delegates were called upon to accept and sign
an elaborate statement of the armistice terms, a document of
many pages. Among its chief provisions were these:

The German armies were to evacuate in a fortnight all
French and Belgian territory, also Alsace-Lorraine. They were
to hand over to the Allies 5,000 cannon, 30,000 machine guns,
and 2,000 aeroplanes, also 5,000 locomotives and 150,000 rail-
way wagons, and all reserves of coal. Within a second fortnight
all German troops were to be six miles east of the Rhine. The
Allies would occupy the evacuated territory, and take over the
fortified crossings of the Rhine and a sector with a fifteen-mile
radius as a bridgehead on the east bank at each of them. Allied
prisoners of war and other Allied subjects under detention
would be released at once, but German prisoners in the hands
of the Allies would be retained until the peace.

German treaties concluded with Russia and Rumania would
be cancelled, and all German troops in eastern Europe with-
drawn to the German frontier of August 1914. As to the navy,
twenty-four battleships and cruisers, fifty of the newest destroy-
ers, and all submarines would be surrendered. The existing
blockade by the Allies would be maintained; German trade
and supply arrangements with Holland, Denmark, Norway,
and Sweden would be void, and German merchant craft found
at sea would be still liable to capture.

All that the German delegates could do was to say that they
could not accept these stringent terms without communicating
with Berlin and with the General Head-quarters of the army at
Spa in Belgium. The text of the proposed armistice was sent
by telephone to Berlin and a council of the new Government
was held. It was decided that there must be submission under
protest. A messenger sent by autocar with a copy of the docu-
ment started for Spa. It was early on the i oth before he reached
the place, after long delays on ruined roads and in the transit
through the battle fronts. Hindenburg was now in control at
head-quarters, the Emperor was preparing to start for Holland